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ABSTRACT
Zfie firtt in a series of books devoted to describing,

explaining,and'develoPing the criteria-and philosophy'of a career,
OduCation program is intend.ed.to introduce the patents and teachers
of American Indian children 'to the concepts of career education. The
book focuses on the first, phase of career education, learning to
live, It includes a rationale for bicultural education and cultural
.pluralism. A section for teacher" is intended:to help them understand
career educatiOn prOgram objectives.and4ists and describes 10
obilectives for career awareness in grades K44: awarenes of self,

riothers, culture, education, careers, nd tconomics: ,dec sion making:
beginning competency: skill development: and attitudes and
Appreciations. A hectIon for parents includes eight suggestiont for
helping create a positive-self-image in the child? (SS)
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CIVIL 1310iiTS COMPLIANCE

(Vn."

MSC i I¢ ROHIBITEY. title V1,1of thetiyil flights Act of 1964 states:

ridn in tit United shat on Oe.ytotid.,'Of rate,:.calp(or:lationor origin;be

''.excluded frdm partitipation.A.becified the ,benefits:of; nr bi subjected todisrin)inatioh'
, H.

'.74hder...enyfrOgrar,n oleotivity reepikFederikfina6cial..assistance.."

hr,e,fore, Section 406 of the Edu cation Arnendmens of 1974, like every ProOrern or acfNity

Ing' financial assistance from the beOrtment of Health Education, and Welfare 'rtiust be operated

00mphance with this law,

A PROJECT CONDi)oTED UNDER HEN-0_ 07502313

Thy material in this publicatioF was /e pared pursuant to a grant with the J.S, Office of Education,

Department of Health,'Educatton, and tielfare, Points.of view or opiniOnldo not necessarily remsent

JSOE policies or positions.
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e,'.porpisa.:-o, ii....rip-te s ItittITto, p.O. :70iri:ii:,.fs_'46.11fit ..6ri.bl'Ait..let.idanin..'dia_.n 'c_hild..,ren. rtythe--

..::c0.000;;:of,c400(10cafo.n.,::?areiiti:iare....:;:l'pri*Influ.enc0 upon .the timer decisions, of their ,

Oji0.0,i.',.....0iid...h(oati$..Ofthis.f.ct:etie6i, Ociff sti(i.lcfbe:.rnA.40:b.teicliets in the sehoolicorIcenled,,ps..

01.1.,..($.,.11,.,..t.he:prerits themselves, to .irOfe,,010,0d(ents: iii:' a,v1ri.e!y Of ways .,iR the Oreer. Education',
,

, 4. . ,

of their children1

.

reor....ecILOion:IrOResent5:.!ft!apprdach..::...*0411.9..11 hith:.classroom -activities are ti3lated. directly

to the World .0f.v.vgrLStUdent. 011 gaih a ieatei...Ons6 hf awareness of the variety and importance of

wiitk'Ond'accfuir0..*ills'and'attitudos:itot are necessary :1 r :eniplovoient.

Lack of communication in society often mutts fro a lack of common ground. This is true for

parerits of Arnerican.indian children as well as parents if non Indian children, It is the hope of Career

Education to provide a foundation upon which pare ts and children may communicate freely, an

ultimately stand Tore closely topther,

=

Parents and teachers aretften at loss for an answer t a child's'question, Career Education

possible a broadening of -horizons 'for the students, and at the same time provide for an icrease in

knowledge, information and atyarehess on the pert of t,ht parents and teachers.

A career education program 'Eras three phases throu h which .progress must be accomplished i

program is to be effedtive: (1) Learning to live (2) Le rning to learn, and (3) Learning to earn,
. ,

The Career, Ethication Demonstia
i
tion,Proiect for A' erican 'Indian Children, of T e University of

.. . ,

South Dakota, addresses itself in particular, to,the fir t phase, and suggests that a solid background' be

Wilt upon this phase, before moving into the icond a dthird phases.
,



PHASE I

LEARNINGTO'L

Increased knowledge of self:

RespOtisjbility for one's life.

Constructive use of leiture.:
r.

time

Development of personal

.strengths :,
Decision making skills'

ON. along

With people

PHASE"'

.LEARNING TO :LEARN

PHASE III

LEARNING TO EARN

Relationship between school,and wor,k

KOOwledge of the world of work

Pride in the job well do4

Dignity of all work

if

Preparation 'of,:self :for employriieht work ex,.,

.;..pplutexperien.te 1

.0f16kibilityin.career

rroputcaroer development



.s..nOteboOkr, includO:A' brief; iscussion an bicultur01 education, as well 'as a

.

orikofbooklets Mich ',.devoted to describing, explaining, inu developing

phy of. a'Careqr:E_diication rami

'm are many. ways n which, tb involve both teachers and parents in a Career Education program.

One way': hat is sugp tad is the formation of a' Pgentaeacher Discussion Group. Such a group, if

Ivaleci on their own pill ultimately aid in the develoOment.of positive bild growth and develop .

ment, and insure alfutur for their children capitalizes upon their individual interest and strengths,

Rationale for Bicultural Education
I

Education for NativeAm6rican Students, to be relevant, must be biculturali Modern American socrett

is a unique mosaic of cultures, with a myriad of cultural vkriants such ilanguagq, custopis, religions,
A

traditions, ethnic heritag2, socio economic level, geographical location and other characteristics which

defineeiand constitute group aggregates. If educatiOn is to meet the detands of NativeAmerican

students then it must have .4 bicultural component germane to the sociological, pliilosophical and

psychological needs of the students.

Thelle has. been a steady growth away from the melting pot concept within the United States. The

American Association ,of Colleges for Teacher Educatiop, of which the School of Education at The

University of South Dakota is a member, adopted a statement in,1972 addressing the issue of multi.

cultural education and cultural pluralism Selected parts of this tep follow:



To endorse -cultural pluralism is to endorse, the principle that there is no _,one model

merica., To endorse cultural pluralism is to understand and appreciate the differences that-
a.. 7Es-.6i'd ' ,id LA I -

exist among It is to see these differendes as a positive force in the

continuing development of a society which professes a wholesome.resilect for the intrinsic

worth of every individual, Cultural pluralism is 'rnoce than a temporOraccomodation to

placate racial and ethnic mirioriies. It is a concept that aims toward a heightened sense of

being and of whOleness' of the entire society based on the uniqUe strengths of each of its'

parts.

To accept cultural pluralism is to ricognize that no grop lives in a vacuum that each

group exist as part of an interrelated whole,

If :cultural pluralism is so basic a quality of our culture, it musttecome an integral part of

the educational process at every level ,

The 'gclal of cultural pluralism can bp achieved dnlii if there is full recognition of

cultural differences and an .effective educational program that makes ltural equality real

and meaningful

The School of Education pc faculty members of the career education program- endorse' this of ore=

mentioned 'statement dealing with cultural pluralism;'

d

The need -for bicultural educationis multidimensional. It-concerns itself with relationships between

pupil and teacher, parent and teacher, teacher and commupity and a multitude of personal rela.

tionships, Bicultural education will assist the pupils and teachers involyed in the career education

proyam, to recoOlze,,the pluraliti, of the ethnic and cultural backgrounds of individual, accepting

plurality and building upon it, thus enriching the total society,'



niembers.'Of the career education, program working:fa bicoltural'education. and cultural

=The

ed0c.aticin'ind'cLilthral..Pluralisnityill be. realized :0* when both n)loority ,and rnajority.Ohnic groups'

;Oept the adOntages, and responsibilities It long0..fejsible:fo .

any ono. ethnic group to .r.arnain fixe0 in its .ways while execting.Qther. groups to otljust, to 'Rs

standard 4 .;*

The career education program is .dedicated to the premise of ;ultural pluralism and in providing an

education to Native American students that will ensure their4developing the skill 'necessary to func-

tion effectivflyo a-culturally pluralistic,society

ME$gAGi TO TfACHER$ OF 'INDIAN CHILDREN,
,

This message to you - Teachers of Indian Children is to help you understand the objectives. ofour

career Education Program,
t

You art crucial to the success of tho program without your understanding and participa

lion, we will ge nowhere,

Our, Career Education Program is for 611 agesitabut begins with grades K-4, 'This age level concentrates

on CareeriAwareness and that begins with selfiawareness.

1



ii(Ojecti* Witti:graOio01 are.'

.4a0ess.,of

.2. Aiia$00ss'd OthOrt.,

.Aworp.nis$:Qi"COpre.'

4, Awatreh0,bf Educ$iori

AwareneiOf Cares

Awareness of Economics

Begintling CompeOncy

'91 $killqvelpOroent

ip. ttitudoi:ond Aivreciations

What do these mean for you?

Awareness of Self means you will help your

Indian students develop_ positive feelings of

worth about themselves.

THIS
a.

LEADS

TO

Awareness of Others



Awareness of Culture

You. will .:alsq helpiyour Indian' children become aware of their own culture: This is a particularly

important objectii, Fiferyone.needs to haf pride in his own heritage

Do you as a teacher rally know enough about the culture and values of your Indian students?

`!

Perhaps thisobjective is a duel one:

LearniOg exoriences foryo0,as well as the chid

THENK ABOUT 17

I



1

Awareness of Edycatlon

Far too many Indian children have become

disenianted with the education we have.of-

fered them and have 'opted out at an early

age.

Your responsibility as a teacher is to help

your Indian students become aware of oppor-

ttlnities available to them through education.

,Why school is necessary!

What school can offer!

Ho school can benefit them!



Awarehess of Careers

Now it is also .part of your responsibility as .

the teacher to help students learh about the

broad range of careers available to him

cally, and in the,larger world,

Let him fantasizelbout all that he can be

DREAMS CAN COME TRUE

YO1MOM



Awareness of Economics'

You will' also .00 to help'

your young Indian student be

come Are of the current

economic situation, He needs to' know parjicularly

about the economics of the lo.

'1 cal area and how he is affect-

ed.

Indian c drp need to be.

come mo aware in this area

a

10



IF

Decision Making

ou.can 1p your Indian student learn how to make wise decisions by helping him to look at all sid8

of a question, weighing pros and cons.
)

Inlelliwnt,planning and decision making are

in career, choices,

but you the teacher are
P

vital teaching the process of decision mak

ing.

t

11



ally, you the teacher can help your children identify and levelep sjcifis and Ompetencierthat
.

enhance their*future emPloyability, a

Language and Communication skills.ge Rrobably the most vital and you as the tcacheribflhe young
child really contribute highly toward the language development of the young child. ;!

DO YO REALIZEfiblAIIMPORTANT TC1CP:iREER EDUCATION g

THE FIRST GRADE TEACHER IS?

F

vi

,,
--T)q

hope you will want to learn more about, the cp'Itore and value-sys4msof your students and their

parents, Interact with tbprn, andlithos vkiho can., hel'p you become more knowledgeable and under

standing.

12. 4



Ask questions of .par,ents, aides, other school remplgyees, anyone who can help you lekni Avail

ygurseltof all opportunities in the Indian community to learn:

Don't take for granted that White, middle class'culture is superior

When you can become understanding and accepting, we can do tremendciustthings in ;CAREER

EDUCATION.

A NOTE TO RENTS

Did anyone ever tell you hOw important you {area Did nyon- y r tell you that ydu have a most

important, job? The task of being parents is.th lost dem riding, most challenging, mos important of

Il Jobs in society;

Research points out that it is the influent of par is on the Child which affects his or er personality

development, far more than the influence o school or the mmunity. Althoug we know,that

the school,' church, and community as well as the media shap e lives of our c ildren, it is the

parents who are the prime mo ling influence.

Wilen a child feels good about himself or herself (that is, has a good selfoncept) and knows that there

are a number of 04 that he or she can do well (self-esteem) the thatichild is fre d, He is freed and

unafraid to try new tasks, ventyre where he has never been before, both physically and academically;

free to be creative, to explore to the fullest his own environment and the world of I rning,

Native Americans have been known to be very loving with their children and to/ have strong. family

13



ties. Many traditions, as well as tales of the old days and Old ways bind you all together ,These ace

attributes you can easily use to help your child along the road to greater selficoncept and self-esteem,

to a more positive attitude to life and learning.

If you will faithfully follow the suggestions which follow, then your child will have a greater chance In

life He will be helped to feel good about himself, a fundamental attitude to success in learning,

SUGGESTIONS FOR PAR1NTS TO FOLLOW

1. Always remember:

The way you view your-child

is the way he views himself.

If you see him as lazy or naughty

He will seelhimself as lazy or naughty, r

4

If you see him as trustworthy and honest

He will see himself as trustworty and honest.

If you can see him as capable and worthy

He will see himself as capable and worthy.

YO ;U HOLD THE KEY TO YOUR CHILD'S VIEW OF HIMSELF,

14



e consistent:.

Consistency in fairily rules and interactions helps the child to a knowledge of whom he is*.

.ChilVen need to be able to predict what is expected of them and how their par its will

react in girn situations.

Be proud to b American Indian,

Teach yOur children about thilr: heritage, Tq them about their anchors, their ways, their

traditioq Speak to them ip Dakota, Give them a sense of pride'in their language,

Be Interested:

Whenever possible, let boys send time with their fathers doing what father likes to do,

working around home, hunting, fishing, riding horseback or doing some type of hand/work,

This will help the young child develop the sense of malen'ess that is so important to his

self-concept.

Likewise, let girls spend time with their rtHothers doing what mother n"eds and likes to do.

This will help the young girl clevelop the sense of femaleness that is important to her

self-cOncept.

q. Provide experiences:

Provide many experiences for your child., Take him or her with 'yon to a variety of places

(store, c libiiary, community center, ranch ,farrn, city, zoo, etc. f and then talk to him

20
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, . /
i 4

or her about what yoFi both have setn, The child's world will be enlarged by your observa-

tiont and his or her knowledge wilt be increased by exposure to more of the world.
,

, r

ti. 6. it Read,to your child:
k

i

Highly d loped thought patterns follow a mystery of the language, Expose youkhild. to

many diffprent kinds of books, Available either from a public or school library, these books

will aid in expanding yocabufary,,understandil, and knowledge.

I.

V

7, Develop responsibility:

Give your child smill tasks to do whic*re within his ability to accomplIsh. Small children

can run errands, sac their beds, dress themselves, and perform some household tasks, You

can think of many other things your child might be able to do, Then, praise him when he

doe his job well Be specific, It is much better to say to a child, "You did, that very well I

am pleased with youf than to say, "You are a good bay" Specific praise for tasks per

formed help, make a child proud of his alomplishments, It increases his good feeling about;

himself, '

Remember, some tasks are too difficult for 8 child, He may not be able at an early age to make his bed

successfully, but perhaps he can smooth the sheets and quilts as you do the rest He can be praised

even for that! Perhaps he can't clean the whole house, but he can pick ub the mess he makes, He can

be praised for that! Encouraging him in lithe things will urge him onwward to try to please you in

bigger thingi EMPHASIZE THE POSITIVE!

8, Spend time with your children:

16
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Be interested in whatever interests your child.% it camping? May be you can read about

what equipment is needed and go camping together, Is it ranching? Maybe you could spend

some time together on a rah seeing cattle branded, etc, Is it,watching TA/1? Perhaps you

could take time to watch his favorite *gram with him and then talk about it together!

Such questions as, "Did you like that program? What did you like about it? Which character

did you, think was best? Were they good people etc!, etc., helps your child focus more

clearly on what he sees and hears, develops his skill observation and memory, and helps

him know that you care about him, Thus grows his self-esteem and his ability to function

sudessfully in school and in society!'

A

REMEMBER! YOU HOLD THE KEY TO YOUR CRILD'S VIEROF HIMSELF.

AS YOU VIEW YOUR CHILD

SO HE VIEWS HIMSELF!

FOLLOW THE ABOVE SUGGEST

TIONS!

The important job of parenthood is

before you. Seize this opportunity

to elp your child grow in self cone _

cep! and self esteem. NOROL.

PERFECT

ANGEL

HAPPY 001111,

tit DEVIL

17
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